they should have absolutely no connection. They should consi-
der those persons as enemies to themselves and to their coun-
try. But he did not for a moment suggest that they should hate
those people. The speaker was not a believer in Government,
he would not have any Government. He believes that that
Government is the best that governs the least. But whatever
his personal views were, he must say that misguided zeal that
resorts to dacoities and assassinations cannot be productive of
any good. These dacoities and assassinations are absolutely a
foreign growth in India. They cannot take root here and cannot
be a permanent institution here. History proves that assassi-
nations have done no good. The religion of this country, the
Hindu religion, is abstention from himsa, that is, taking animal
life. That, he believes, is the guiding principle of all religions.
The Hindu religion says that even the~evil-doer should not be
hated. It says that nobody has any right to kill even the evil-
doer. These assassinations are a Western institution and the
speaker warned his hearers against these Western methods
and Western evils. What have they done in the Western world ?
If the youths imitated them and believed that they could do
the slightest good to India they were totally mistaken. He would
not discuss what Government was best for India whether the
British Government or the Government that existed before,
though he believed that there was a great deal of room for im-
provement in the British Government. But he would advise his
young friends to be fearless, sincere and be guided by the
principles of religion. If they had a programme for the country,
let them place it openly before the public. The speaker conclu-
ded the address with an appeal to the young men present, to
be religious and be guided by a spirit of religion and morality,
If they were prepared to die, the speaker was prepared to die
with them. He would be ready to accept their guidance, But if
they wanted to terrorize the country, he should rise against
them.
[The President in the course of an eloquent speech eulogized the
address of the evening and suggested that the young men should band
themselves for the purpose of uprooting the anarchical evil from this
' country. He offered a vote of thanks to Mr, Gandhi.] *